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William Faulkner's Bible returned to Rowan Oak during dedication ceremony (May 1, 2005)
Poet Ahmos Zu-Bolton II dies at 69

March
Poet Ahmos Zu-Bolton II dies at 69
March 18, 2005
Ahmos Zu-Bolton II, a poet with roots in Mississippi, Louisiana, and Missouri, died March 8 at Howard
University Medical Center in Washington, D.C. He was 69 years old.
Born Oct. 21, 1935, in Poplarville, Mississippi, Zu-Bolton grew up in the rural community of DeRidder,
Louisiana, near the Texas border. His father was a career soldier who rose to the rank of sergeant major
in the United States Army.
In 1965 he was among those students selected to integrate Louisiana State University. He was drafted
into the army in 1967 and sent to Vietnam. Afterwards, he resumed his education, graduating from
California State Polytechnic University in 1971.
Zu-Bolton is the author of A Niggered Amen (Solo Press, 1975), a collection of poetry, and coeditor
of Synergy D.C. Anthology (Energy BlackSouth Press, 1975). Also in 1975, he was the founder and editor
of HooDoo magazine, and has taught fiction and folklore at the Galveston Arts Center, Xavier University,
Delgado College, and was Tulane University’s first Writer-in-Residence.
Other publications by Zu-Bolton include Ain’t No Spring Chicken (Voice Foundation, Inc., 1998), a
collection of poetry and folklore, and 1946: A Poem (Ishmael Reed, 2002). His work has appeared in
numerous magazines and in the anthologies Giant Talk, Mississippi Writers: Reflections of Childhood and
Youth, Vol. III, and Black Southern Voices: An Anthology of Fiction Poetry, Drama, NonFiction, and Critical
Essays (1992).
In addition to his poetry, Zu-Bolton has written several plays, including The Widow Paris: A Folklore of
Marie Laveau, The Funeral, Family Reunion, and The Break-In.

With cremation, a memorial service took place on March 13, at Carver High School, Zu-Bolton’s alma
mater, in DeRidder, Louisiana. A candlelight vigil will be held in his honor on Saturday, March 19, 2005,
from 4-6 p.m. at the Speaker’s Circle on the campus of the University of Missouri in Columbia, where ZuBolton served as a visiting writer-in-residence.
A poetry festival honoring Zu-Bolton’s date of birth is tentatively scheduled on October 21, 2005. Time
and location will be announced.
12th Oxford Book Conference honors Flannery O’Connor, includes Delta tour
March 22, 2005
By Jennifer Southall
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. — The life and work of Flannery O’Connor is just one focus of the 12th annual Oxford
Conference for the Book, set for April 7-9 in and around Oxford and the University of Mississippi.
Leading fiction writers, poets, journalists, editors and publishing insiders are expected to be on hand for
discussions on topics ranging from creating the perfect crime novel to politics to literacy issues, and
some of them plan to participate in a Delta field trip April 4-7.
“The Oxford Conference for the Book offers something for everyone,” said Ann Abadie, associate
director of UM’s Center for the Study of Southern Culture, which organizes the conference with Oxford’s
Square Books each year. “It shows, too, that Oxford is not a one-author town.”
Besides panel discussions, there will, of course, be plenty of reading and book signing, this year from the
likes of Mississippi native and National Book Award nominee Ellen Douglas, New Yorker writer Hendrik
Hertzberg, International Crime Novel of the Year award winner George Pelecanos, Yale Younger Poets
Prize winner Davis McCombs and Newbery Medalist Richard Peck.
Many of UM’s own accomplished writers will also be on hand, including novelists Tom Franklin, visiting
writer-in-residence, and Brad Watson, the John and Renee 'Grisham Writer-in-Residence; poet Beth Ann
Fennelly; and journalist Curtis Wilkie.
“I can’t think of a better place in the country to hold this kind of conference, really,” said Watson.
“Oxford is the best town for writers I’ve ever lived in, and writers always love to come here and whoop it
up.”
Although most conference activities, including all readings and panel discussions are free and open to
the public, two scheduled opportunities for “whooping,” a Friday cocktail party and a Saturday catfish
dinner with conference panelists, require fees of $50 and $25, respectively.
Other activities include a number of free special programs. A Friday afternoon session on O’Connor will
feature not only talks about her life and work by longtime friend William A. Sessions and scholar Paul
Elie, but also a portion of a one-woman play based on the writer’s life and a slide presentation of her
drawings.

“O’Connor’s visual art was very much related to her literary art,” Abadie said. “The slide show in
particular is sure to offer new insights for readers.”
Another special program will bring some 500 fifth-graders to campus Friday morning to hear Peck read
from his book A Year Down Yonder, which won the 1999 Newbery Medal, the most prestigious award in
children’s literature. Thanks to efforts of the Lafayette County Literacy Council and the Oxford Junior
Auxiliary, all Oxford and Lafayette County fifth-graders have been given copies of the book before the
event and encouraged to write their own books, which will be displayed at the Young Authors Fair, to
take place during the conference at Square Books Jr. and on the Oxford Square.
An open-mic event is scheduled Thursday night at the Oxford club Two Stick. The “jam session,”
organized by novelist David Galef, administrator of UM’s creative writing program, will allow aspiring
writers to read their work aloud before other writers and book lovers.
Preceding the conference for the second year is the Delta Literary Tour, organized by CSSC and
Greenwood’s Alluvian Hotel. Based in Greenwood, the tour includes trips to Yazoo City, Greenville and
Clarksdale for lectures on Walker Percy, William Alexander Percy, Tennessee Williams and Willie Morris,
and a reading by Greenville native Julia Reed. Also scheduled are breaks for barbecue, live gospel and
blues performances, and a tour of the Alluvian’s art work, guided by Mississippi artists William Dunlap
and Maude Schuyler Clay.
A registration fee of $450 is required for the April 4-7 tour and includes eight meals and transportation
to all events. Lodging is not included in the fee, although rooms at Greenwood’s Alluvian Hotel can be
reserved at the discounted rate of $135 per night by calling 866-600-5201 and asking for the Literary
Tour rate.
For more information about the tour or to register, visit
www.olemiss.edu/depts/south/literarytour/literarytour05.htm or call 662-915-5993.
Although no registration fee is required for the conference itself, participants should register to ensure
seating. Registration is required for the cocktail party and catfish dinner. To register, for assistance
related to a disability, or for more information on all conference events, visit
www.olemiss.edu/depts/south/ocb or call 662-915-5993.
Restored Rowan Oak, home of Nobel Laureate William Faulkner, to be dedicated May 1
April 25, 2005
By Tobie Baker
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. - One of America’s greatest literary geniuses is rumored to have dug potholes in his
driveway to keep gawkers away. The potholes are long gone, and William Faulkner’s home Rowan Oak
has reopened to the public after a $1.3 million, three-year restoration.
Hundreds of guests, including many who knew Faulkner, are expected to attend when the University of
Mississippi dedicates the restored home of the Nobel Prize-winning author Sunday, May 1. The 12:30
p.m. ceremony is free and open to the public.

Author 'John Grisham is scheduled to give the keynote address, and Faulkner’s daughter, Jill Faulkner
Summers, is expected to be among the special guests. No parking is allowed at Rowan Oak for the
dedication. Visitors are asked to park at the Oxford Mall and use a free shuttle service provided by the
university.
“Rowan Oak was a refuge for Mr. Faulkner, and today it remains a sanctuary, a quiet place of
contemplation,” said Chancellor Robert Khayat. “Ole Miss is thrilled to reopen one of America’s great
treasures.”
The author’s daughter sold the house and the 31-acre estate to the university in 1972. It is operated as
part of University Museums.
Rowan Oak is distinctive among the preserved homes of American writers because the greater part of
what stands today is Faulkner’s handiwork. Charged with planning the two-year restoration, Howorth
and Associates Architects of Oxford aimed to maintain much of the home’s original character.
“The Rowan Oak renovation was especially challenging,” said principal architect Tom Howorth. “We
were restoring to a particular period the way the home was at Faulkner’s death (in 1962). We weren’t
looking for a new and pristine home.”
One specific renovation effort was applying new wallpaper in the entry hall, parlor, guest bedroom and
Mrs. Faulkner’s bedroom. Rowan Oak curator Bill Griffith said the replica wallpaper is an exact match to
the original, but visitors will notice differences.
“Prior to the renovation, the wallpaper was shabby and worn, and the paint was faded and chipping,”
Griffith said. “Today, it looks as if it has been freshly painted.”
Throughout the effort, none of the color schemes, wood moldings or floor plans were altered.
The three-phase restoration was made possible by private gifts and grants from the state of Mississippi;
U.S. Department of Interior, Parks Service; and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
“When we set out four years ago to restore Rowan Oak, it seemed like a monumental task,” said
Campbell McCool, Rowan Oak Society co-chair. “Now we’re preparing a grand dedication. It’s incredibly
rewarding.”
It was at Rowan Oak that Faulkner accomplished one of the more remarkable feats of American
literature. From Absalom, Absalom! to As I Lay Dying, he wrote a series of novels set in his “native soil”
of Yoknapatawpha.
In 1970, some of Faulkner’s early writings were discovered in a broom closet beneath a staircase at
Rowan Oak. The authenticated 1,800 pages are handwritten and typescript drafts of poems, short
stories, film scripts and novels, written by Faulkner in some of his most creative years, between 1925
and 1939. Described as “one of the greatest finds of modern literary manuscripts,” the Rowan Oak
Papers are housed at Archives and Special Collections in the university’s J.D. Williams Library.

Directions to Rowan Oak: From the 1300 block of North Lamar Avenue, turn west onto Old Taylor Road.
The property is located on the north at the hard curve. The historic marker is half-hidden in the trees.
Rowan Oak is open to visitors 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays and 1-4 p.m. Sundays. Guided tours
are available by calling 662-234-3284.
Take a virtual tour of Rowan Oak by visiting
www.olemiss.edu/depts/u_museum/rowan_oak/interactive.html.
William Faulkner’s Bible returned to Rowan Oak
Nobel Prize-winning author’s home dedicated following three-year restoration
May 1, 2005
By Tobie Baker
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. - William Faulkner’s Bible was returned Sunday to his home, Rowan Oak, by his daughter,
Jill Faulkner Summers, more than 40 years after his death.
Attending ceremonies to commemorate a three-year restoration of the Nobel Prize-winning author’s
Oxford home, Summers made the surprise announcement that she was returning both her father’s Bible
and another family Bible.
“I felt this is where the Bibles belong,” she said. “I took them when I moved, and I wanted to give them
back.”
The items on display inside Rowan Oak, including Faulkner’s typewriter, represent 80 percent of the
items left in the home following the literary icon’s death in 1962.
Rowan Oak curator William Griffith said he was thrilled for Summers’ gift. “This is the greatest surprise
of the day,” Griffith said. “We will put the Bibles on display and give Rowan Oak a sense of reverence.”
The dedication marked the completion of a $1.3 million restoration of the house and grounds, owned
and maintained by the University of Mississippi. Hundreds, including friends and family members of
Faulkner, attended the ceremonies. Gov. Haley Barbour, U.S. Rep. Roger Wicker and actor Morgan
Freeman were among those at the dedication on a sunny, picture-perfect afternoon.
“Rowan Oak is an international treasure,” said UM Chancellor Robert Khayat. “We are thrilled to reopen
this sanctuary, this quiet place of contemplation.”
Offering the keynote address, author 'John Grisham said Faulkner would be proud of the efforts to
restore the home: “If Faulkner were here today, he’d stroll the grounds and feel at home.”
Introduced to Faulkner’s writings in the ninth grade, Grisham admitted he was bewildered the first time
he read The Sound and the Fury. He also recalled his first trip to Rowan Oak that spring with classmates
from Horn Lake.

“I was struck by the tranquility and peacefulness of Rowan Oak,” Grisham said. “This is a true treasure
for all to enjoy.”
Originally known as The Bailey Place, Faulkner renamed it Rowan Oak for the legend of the Rowan tree,
which is recorded in Sir James Frazer's The Golden Bough. According to the tale, Scottish peasants
placed a cross of Rowan wood over their thresholds to ward off evil spirts and afford occupants a place
of refuge, privacy and peace.
Throughout the restoration, none of the color schemes, wood moldings or floor plans were altered. The
three-phase restoration was made possible by private gifts and grants from the state of Mississippi; U.S.
Department of Interior, Parks Service; and U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
It was here at Rowan Oak that Faulkner accomplished one of the more remarkable feats of American
literature. From Absalom, Absalom! to As I Lay Dying, Faulkner wrote a series of novels set in his “native
soil” of Yoknapatawpha.
The ceremonies also included John Maxwell, creator of the acclaimed one-man play Oh, Mr. Faulkner,
Do You Write?, reciting Faulkner’s 1950 Nobel Prize acceptance speech. Summers, who at age 16
traveled with her father to Sweden to accept the award, was moved emotionally as she sat with her
eyes closed during the recount.
Following the dedication, Rowan Oak was opened for tours. It remains open to visitors 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tuesdays-Saturdays and 1-4 p.m. Sundays. Guided tours are available by calling 662-234-3284.
Take a virtual tour of Rowan Oak by visiting
www.olemiss.edu/depts/u_museum/rowan_oak/interactive.html.
Hints of William Faulkner’s values revealed in author’s Bible
May 3, 2005
By Tobie Baker
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. - William Faulkner’s theme that people are decent — evident throughout much of his
writing — appears to have been instilled in him at an early age. Or, at least, he seemed to know what
people wanted to hear.
According to a penciled inscription dated Oct. 1, 1904, inside the back cover of the Nobel Prize-winning
author’s childhood Bible, Faulkner, while studying a Sunday school lesson, was asked what he’d rather
have than anything else. The inscription states that after a few moments, Faulkner replied, “I’d rather
have honor and do what’s right.”
“This inscription reveals Faulkner’s value system was in place by the time he was 7 years old,” said
Rowan Oak Curator William Griffith. “This theme that people want to do right is present throughout
much of his novels.”

Joe Urgo, chair of the University of Mississippi Department of English, said that Faulkner seemed to have
always had a clear sense of words that certain situations and context demanded. The pinnacle of this
great talent, he said, are the words Faulkner used in response to winning the Nobel Prize.
“In Faulkner’s mind, it was always the decent thing to do to meet the expectations of one’s audience,
whether it was an audience expecting homilies, ambition or — in the case of his art — brilliance,” Urgo
said.
The inscription came to light following the donation of the author’s study Bible to Rowan Oak by his
daughter, Jill Faulkner Summers. She gave the tattered Bible back to Rowan Oak on Sunday at a
dedication ceremony commemorating the reopening of the author’s estate following a three-year $1.3
million restoration project.
Summers also returned another family Bible. That Holman’s Edition Holy Bible, published in 1872, was
originally owned by Mrs. Faulkner’s family, the Oldhams.
“I felt this is where these Bibles belong,” Summers said. “I took them when I moved, and I wanted to
give them back.”
Faulkner’s childhood Bible was given to him by his mother, Maud, according to an inscription inside the
front cover of the black leather-bound book. The Sunday school teacher’s edition Bible was purchased at
the turn of the 20th century for $2.50.
“This is a significant gift from Mrs. Summers,” said Griffith. “We’re simply thrilled to have these Bibles.”
Leased to the university in 1962 to create a scholarly research center and to commemorate the famed
author, Rowan Oak was home to Faulkner from 1930 until his death in 1962. The antebellum estate was
deeded to his daughter, who sold it to Ole Miss in 1972.
Originally known as The Bailey Place, the home was renamed Rowan Oak by Faulkner for the legend of
the Rowan tree. According to a tale by Sir James Frazer, Scottish peasants placed a cross of Rowan wood
over their thresholds to ward off evil spirits and afford the occupants a place of refuge, privacy and
peace.
At Rowan Oak, the author accomplished one of the more remarkable feats of American literature.
From As I Lay Dying to Absalom, Absalom!, Faulkner wrote a series of novels set in his fictional county of
Yoknapatawpha.
Directions to Rowan Oak: From the 1300 block of South Lamar Boulevard, turn west onto Old Taylor
Road. The property is located on the north at the hard curve. The historic marker is half-hidden in the
trees.
Rowan Oak is open to visitors 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays and 1-4 p.m. Sundays. Guided tours
are available by calling 662-234-3284.
Oprah’s Book Club to feature ‘A Summer of Faulkner’
Three classic William Faulkner novels — ‘As I Lay Dying,’ ‘The Sound and the Fury,’ and ‘Light in August’

— to be focus of summer program
June 3, 2005
CHICAGO, Ill. - “If you have not read this author, you cannot say you have been baptized as a real
reader,” Oprah Winfrey said on Friday, June 3, 2005, as she revealed the Oprah’s Book Club summer
selection, a special boxed set of three works by William Faulkner.
“In June, we’ll be reading As I Lay Dying; in July, we’ll tackle The Sound and the Fury, considered by many
to be one of the greatest novels of all time; and in August we’ll dive into Light in August,” Oprah added.
In about seven weeks, Faulkner wrote what he was determined would be his masterpiece, As I Lay
Dying (1930), about a family’s journey to fulfill the dying wish of their wife and mother and their own
desires.
In the critically acclaimed The Sound and the Fury (1929), Faulkner tells the story of the disintegration of
a Southern family through four different perspectives.
As one of Faulkner’s most admired and accessible works, Light in August (1932) entwines Southern
values surrounding racial bias, sexuality, and religion with unforgettable characters and a hopeful story
of perseverance in the face of morality.
Faulkner received the 1949 Nobel Prize for Literature as well as many other awards and accolades,
including the National Book Award and the Gold Medal from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
The exclusive boxed edition includes a special reader’s guide featuring background about the author.
For the first time ever, Oprah.com will offer Oprah’s Classroom, a weekly online video lecture series on
Monday nights, with leading Faulkner scholars discussing the themes of each novel. Leading the
discussion in June on As I Lay Dying is Dr. Robert W. Hamblin, a professor of English and director of the
Center for Faulkner Studies at Southeast Missouri State University. Like Faulkner and Oprah herself,
Hamblin is a native of Mississippi.
Reading will continue in July as Dr. Thadious Davis leads discussion on The Sound and the Fury. A native
of New Orleans, Davis is the Geraldine R. Segal Professor of American Social Thought and Professor of
English at the University of Pennsylvania.
In August, Dr. Arnold Weinstein will take the helm in the discussion of Light in August. Born in Memphis,
Tennessee, Weinstein is the Edna and Richard Salomon Distinguished Professor of Comparative
Literature at Brown University.
Oprah’s Classroom commences on Monday, June 6, at 7 p.m. ET. Enrollment is free and provides
members with access to benefits such as interactive character guides and maps, online discussion
groups, reading questions, quizzes and Q&A sessions with literary experts.
To join and to obtain the complete summer reading calendar, log onto www.oprah.com/bookclub.
With more than 600,000 online members, Oprah’s Book Club has quickly become the largest book club
in the world. Its selections have skyrocketed to the top of bestsellers lists.

Oprah’s Book Club partners with the American Library Association (ALA) to distribute thousands of free
Book Club selections, donated by the publisher, to school, public and community college libraries
nationwide. The Chicago-based ALA, www.ala.org, is the oldest and largest library association in the
world with 64,000 members.
The Oprah Winfrey Show has remained the number one talk show for 18 consecutive seasons, winning
every sweep since its debut in 1986. It is produced in Chicago by Harpo Productions, Inc. and syndicated
to 213 domestic markets and 111 countries by King World.
Shelby Foote, novelist and Civil War historian, dies at 88
June 28, 2005
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Shelby Foote, a novelist and Civil War historian who rose to national prominence in
a PBS-TV documentary series on the Civil War, died yesterday at the age of 88, his family announced
today.
Foote, a native of Greenville, Mississippi, died Monday night at Baptist Hospital in Memphis, said Foote’s
widow, Gwen.
A longtime resident of Memphis, Foote wrote six novels but is best remembered for his three-volume,
3,000-word history of the Civil War, The Civil War: A Narrative. Relying on a Southern storyteller’s touch,
he presented that history in a flowing, narrative style. He spent 20 years writing it.
That work landed Foote a leading role on an 11-hour TV documentary on the Civil War, first shown on
the Public Broadcast System in 1990. It was produced and directed by documentarian Ken Burns.
Other books by Foote include the historical novel Shiloh (1952), which relates the story about the
important Civil War battle from multiple perspectives, both Union and Confederate, and Jordan County:
A Chronicle (1954).That year, Random House invited him to write a one-volume history of the Civil War.
He accepted the job, but it grew into a three-volume work not finished until 1974.
Foote was born Nov. 7, 1916, in Greenville, a small Delta town with a literary bent. Novelist Walker
Percy — nephew of poet William Alexander Percy, who adopted Walker after the death of his parents —
was a boyhood and lifelong friend, and Foote, as a young man, served as a “jackleg reporter” for
Hodding Carter on The Delta Star. As a young man, he would also get to know William Faulkner.
During World War II, he was an Army captain of artillery until he lost his commission for using a military
vehicle without authorization to visit a female friend and was discharged from the Army. He joined the
Marines and was still stateside when the war ended.
“The Marines had a great time with me,” he said. “They said if you used to be a captain, you might make
a pretty good Marine.”
He tried journalism again after World War II, signing on briefly with The Associated Press in its New York
bureau.

“I think journalism is a good experience, having to turn in copy against deadline and everything else, but
I don’t think one should stay in it too long if what he wants to be is a serious writer,” Foote said in a
1990 interview.
Early in his career, Foote took up the habit of writing by hand with an old-fashioned dipped pen, and he
continued that practice throughout his life. He kept bound volumes of his manuscripts, all written in a
flowing hand, on a bookshelf in a homey bedroom-study overlooking a small garden at his Memphis
residence.
Foote said writing by hand helped him slow down to a manageable pace and was more personal that
using a typewriter, though he often prepared a typed copy of his day’s writing after it was finished.
He moved to Memphis in 1953. In 1956, he married Gwen Rainer, who survives him. Also surviving are
Margaret Shelby Foote, the author’s daughter with his previous wife, Peggy DeSommes; and
photographer Huger Lee Foote, his son with Gwen Foote. Both live in Memphis.
Foote was writer-in-residence at the University of Virginia in 1963 and at the University of Memphis in
1968. He was a charter member of the Fellowship of Southern Writers.
There will be a graveside service at 10 a.m. Thursday (June 30) in Elmwood. Canale Funeral Directors has
charge. Memorials may be made to a charity of the donor’s choice.
Admission fee to be charged at Faulkner’s house
June 29, 2005
By Jeffrey Alford
University of Mississippi News Service
OXFORD, Miss. — Visitors to William Faulkner’s Rowan Oak are asked to pay a $5 admission charge to
tour the historic home beginning July 1.
The University of Mississippi, which owns the 160-year-old farmhouse that Faulkner bought in 1930 for
$6,000, announced it has instituted an admission fee to view the house. The grounds continue to be
open to the public and students also will be admitted to the house without charge.
Each year, more than 20,000 visitors from around the world come to see where the man generally
regarded as America’s finest 20th century novelist lived and worked. The house was recently reopened
to the public after a two-year, $1.3 million renovation.
“It was almost inevitable considering the budget constraints we face,” said Albert Sperath, director of
the university museum and historic houses. “Maintaining Rowan Oak with numerous outbuildings and
grounds is expensive and ongoing.”
For example, renovation of the house included the installation of a museum-quality climate control
system that drove utility bills up to $700-$900 a month, Sperath said. Voluntary donations have
provided only about half the income needed to meet expenses for utilities, general maintenance,
salaries for student assistants and other operating expenses, he said.

The former homes of other authors typically charge an admission fee. Admission to Mark Twain’s house
in Connecticut is $12 for adults and $10 for students. Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Vermont house charges
$8 for adults and $4 for children.
Three years ago, the Rowan Oak Society was created to establish a $3 million endowment for the
upkeep of the house and grounds. More than half a million dollars in gifts and pledges have been made
to date. Fulfilling the endowment may allow the university to eliminate the admission fee, Sperath said.
Tax deductible contributions on behalf of Rowan Oak can be made to the University of Mississippi
Foundation, P.O. Box 249, University, MS 38677, or online at www.umf.olemiss.edu.
Grishams giving $5M to rebuilding effort in wake of catastrophic storm damage
September 4, 2005
Editor’s note: Portions of this article originally appeared in The Clarion-Ledger.
Bestselling author 'John Grisham and his wife are contributing $5 million to help Mississippians rebuild
after Hurricane Katrina — more than the donations of the NBA, Major League Baseball and Wal-Mart
combined.
The NBA is contributing $2 million, while Major League Baseball and Wal-Mart are contributing $1
million each.
The couple is contributing the money to a relief fund they established at a Tupelo bank, BancorpSouth.
“We don’t normally publicize gifts,” Grisham said. “But in these very, very rare circumstances — this
tragic time — we hope the gift will get some attention and inspire other people to contribute money
and help our fellow Mississippians on the Gulf Coast.”
The Rebuild The Coast Fund will raise funds for immediate humanitarian needs with emphasis on the rebuilding of homes and businesses.
The Grishams will provide an initial donation of $5 million to establish the Fund.
The fund's Web site is RebuildtheCoastFund.org. Contributions may be made online, by check made
payable to Rebuild the Coast Fund, Inc., c/o BancorpSouth, P.O. Box 789, Tupelo, MS 38802, or at any
BancorpSouth office. BancorpSouth has offices in Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennessee
and Texas.
Donations may also be sent to Rebuild the Coast Fund, Inc., P. O. Box 4500, Tupelo, MS 38803.
A former state legislator, Grisham said the fund will assist Mississippi residents and businesses.
“When you make charitable contributions, you realize you can’t save the world, so you find a small area
you can go into and hopefully do some good and do it with your own money and your own sweat and
you see the results,” he said.

Grisham plans to hire a small staff to evaluate the hundreds — perhaps thousands — of requests for aid.
The couple hopes to initially employ coast residents who have lost their jobs and are familiar with the
area.
“I wonder how many of these homes are uninsured, how many are insured, and how big a gap there is
between insurance and loss,” he said. “Let’s help plug those gaps.”

